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Abstract
Space and place are alternative conceptualizations of the geographic world, 
space being based on geometry and measurement while place is the basis for 
most cognitive acquisition of knowledge about the world. To date geographic 
information technology is almost exclusively concerned with space, leaving human 
knowledge about places almost entirely untapped, and unserved by the current 
tools. A concern for place leads in many interesting directions and is arguably 
more readily understood.
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Michael F. Goodchild is Emeritus Professor of Geography at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he also holds the 

title of Research Professor. He also holds an affiliate appointment in the Department of Geography at the University of Washington. 

Until his retirement in June 2012, he was Jack and Laura Dangermond Professor of Geography, and Director of UCSB’s Center 

for Spatial Studies. He received his BA degree from Cambridge University in Physics in 1965 and his PhD in Geography from 

McMaster University in 1969, and has received five honorary doctorates. He was elected member of the National Academy of 

Sciences and Foreign Member of the Royal Society of Canada in 2002, member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

in 2006, and Foreign Member of the Royal Society and Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy in 2010; and in 2007 he 

received the Prix Vautrin Lud. He was editor of Geographical Analysis between 1987 and 1990 and editor of the Methods, 

Models, and Geographic Information Sciences section of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers from 2000 

to 2006. He serves on the editorial boards of ten other journals and book series, and has published over 15 books and 500 

articles. He was Chair of the National Research Council’s Mapping Science Committee from 1997 

to 1999, and of the Advisory Committee on Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences of the 

National Science Foundation from 2008 to 2010. His research interests center on geographic 

information science, spatial analysis, and uncertainty in geographic data.
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•   Free of charge
•   An attendance certificate will be issued to each registered participant.
•   Priority will be given to current members of the Alumni Associations under the Faculty
     of Construction and Environment. Please send a copy of your membership card
     to mickey.pat@polyu.edu.hk for verification.
•   Applicants (including members of Alumni Associations) with confirmed registration
     who fail to turn up may have a lower priority in the registration for future Faculty events.

By registering for the lecture, it is understood that you have agreed to the following terms and conditions:
1. Please note that both the start and the end of the lecture may be delayed (including the Q & A time). The Faculty 
    will only distribute certificates to participants after the lecture is over as signified by the presentation of a souvenir 
    to the speaker. Certificates of attendance will only be provided to participants if they stay for the whole lecture.
2. Certificates of attendance will not be provided to participants who are late for more than 10 minutes, or leave 
    before the lecture is finished.
3. The Faculty reserves the right of final decision in any disputes over the issuance of certificates of attendance.
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